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,.~phibians and Reptiles of the Marianas Islands 

daylight hours. Although rock crevices, hollow logs, and other natural refugia are most 

commonly used as daytime retreats, snakes frequently enter houses, sewers, and innumerable 

artificial situations when in urban and commercial areas. The food habits of this species 

include a broad range of amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. Except for being a 

Widespread species occasionally reaching 2.3 m and common in disturbed habitats, little is 

known about the species in its native range. 

In Guam the species has reached exceptionally high densities since its initial 

discovery in the early 1950s. The snake was an effective predator on native forest birds and 

caused the virtual disappearance of 9 species of birds, several lizards, and possibly even 

the native bats. In climbing on high voltage wires and electrical equipment the snake 

frequently interrupted Guams electrical supply. In 1985, reports of snakes biting people in 

their homes began to accumulate; in 1990 more than 49 people were treated for snakebite in 

Guam's emergency rooms with a few bites on small children producing serious symptoms 

including respiratory seizures, extreme swelling, and temporary neurological problems. No 

fatalities are known to date, but parents should take precautions to keep snakes away from 

infants and small children and to closely observe children that have been bitten for symptoms 

of envenomation. 

Because the snake frequently seeks daytime refuge in cargo, equipment, and aircraft, 

several snakes have been unintentionally transported to other islands where the snake could 

become established and cause similar to those in Guam. To date snakes have arrived to 

Hawaii, Saipan, Tinian, Pohnpei, Kwajalein and Diego Garcia as a result of civilian and 

military traffic from Guam. However, no evidence exists to date to suggest that the snake 

is established (i.e. reproducing) on any of these islands. 

22
 



GECKO IDENTIFICATION KEY 
CHIN SHIELDS: 

Lepidodactylus lugubris 

C Tree Hemiphydactylus typusA. Mourning 
0.	 GeckoGecko 

B. Stump - toed
 
Gecko
 

of 
no 
tOI 

to 
ot] 

Hemidactylus garnetti 

Hemidactylus FrenatusD.	 Indo- Pacific E. House
 
Gecko Gecko
 

TOE LAMELLAE (RIGHT FOREFOOT): 

A. 

VENTRAL TAl L SCALES: 

c.~A.~ B. 

L,DORSAL TAIL SCALES: 

V( 

o 

3J 

tf 

D. 


